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WORLD  HOG-  NUMBERS  IN  1949  AND  195O 

World  hog  numbers  at  the  beginning  of  1950  are  estimated  "by  the  Office 
of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations  at  279,400,000  head,  compared  with 
262>000,000  head  a  year  earlier.    This  represents  an  increase  of  J  percent 
and  places  current  numbers  4  percent  "below  the  1936-40  average.     It  was  also 
the  largest  gain  for  any  one  of  the  postwar  years. 

Outlook  for  favorable  feed  prospects  in  early  1949  an&  continued  strong 
demand  for  pork  and  pork  products,  together  with  the  desire  of  some  countries 
to  attain  prewar  numbers,  encouraged  farmers  to  breed  more' animals  and  "expand 
their  hog  operations.     Removal  of  rationing  and  price  controls  and  other 
restrictions  in  some  countries  were  additional  factors  in  increasing  hog 
numbers. 


HOG-S :  Estimated  world  total,  by  continents, 
averages  1936-UO  and  l$hi~k%  annual  19^9-50 
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Moderate  increases  in  hog  numbers  can  be  expected  during  1950 »  largely 
in  Europe  and  the  Soviet  Union,  and  relatively  minor  changes  may  be  anticipated 
in  other  countries  abroad.    For  those  countries  which  depend  primarily  upon 
imported  feeds  for  hog  production,  the  rate  of  increase  in  hog  numbers  will 
slow  down  considerably.     Imported  supplies  of  grain  procured  after  devaluation 
last  September  will  be  more  expensive  to  foreign  hog  raisers  in  terms  of 
their  currencies  inasmuch  as  the  United  States  and  Canada  are  among  the 
principal  suppliers. 
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Hog  numbers  in  Europe,  North  America  and  the  Soviet  Union  increased 
substantially  during  the  year  and  minor  gains  occurred  in  Asia  and  South 
America.    Africa  had  no  change  in  over-all  numbers,  but  numbers  in  Oceania 
declined  slightly.     The  number  of  hogs  in  Africa,  North  and  South  America 
were  considerably  above  their  respective  prewar  levels,  while  Europe,  the 
Soviet  Union,  Asia  and  Oceania  were  below. 

The  number  of  hogs  on  farms  in  the  United  States,  as  of  January  1,  19 50, 
was  6  percent  above  those  of  the  previous  January,  reflecting  the  record  and 
near-record  corn  crops  of  19^g  and  19U9  and  the  relatively  strong  demand  for 
pork  and  pork  products.     Canadian  hog  numbers  were  estimated  to  be  18  percent 
above  those  of  a  year  earlier,  reversing  the  downward  trend  of  the  previous 
5  years.     It  also  is  expected  that  the  1950  spring  farrowings  in  both  United 
States  and  Canada  will  exceed  those  of  the  preceding  year. 

Brazilian  hog  numbers  have  been  held  above  the  prewar  level  because 
of  the  high  price  of  pork  and  the  favorable  corn  crop.     Some  increase  can 
be  expected  during  this  year  due  to  an  excellent  corn  crop  in  195^.  Although 
the  19^9  hog  numbers  in  Argentina  are  above  those  of  the  preceding  year,  the 
severe  drought  of  the  past  several  months  can  be  expected  to  reduce  numbers 
since  the  195^  corn  crop  cannot  be  salvaged. 

Almost  all  of  the  European  countries,  except  Italy  and  Spain,  substan- 
tially increased  their  hog  numbers  in  19^9 »  reflecting  for  the  most  part 
a  greatly  improved  feed  situation,  relaxation  of  various  types  of  control 
and  a  strong  domestic  and  foreign  demand  for  hog  products.    Denmark,  the 
principal  exporter  of  bacon,  increased  hog  numbers  by  60  percent.  The 
Netherlands  also  increased  its  numbers  by  55  percent  and  Belgium  likewise 
made  a  sizable  gain  of  26  percent.     All  3  countries  now  have  more  hogs  than 
in  prewar  years. 

The  United  Kingdom  increased  its  19^+9  kog  numbers  over  19*4-2  by  about 
30  percent,  and  current  numbers  are  about  one-third  below  the  1936-UO  average. 
The  increase  in  1950  is  expected  to  be  small,  owing  to  uncertainty  of  feed 
supplies.    Eire  is  still  below  prewar,  but  19^9  numbers  increased  substantially. 
Germany  increased  numbers  by  38  percent  and  has  now  reached  two-thirds  of 
the  prewar  level.     France,  Sweden,  and  Switzerland  are  approaching  prewar 
numbers,  while  Norway  exceeds  prewar. 

Hog  numbers  in  the  Soviet  Union  increased  around  2J  percent,  according 
to  the  best  available  information,  and  are  now  about  59  percent  of  prewar. 
Satellite  countries  in  eastern  and  southeastern  Europe  are  believed  to  be 
approaching,  or  in  some  instances  exceeding,  prewar  levels.  Relatively 
favorable  grain  crops,  coupled  with  pre-determined  government  programs  of 
production  and  enforcement,  have  most  likely  resulted  in  hog  numbers  being 
stepped  up. 

Reduced  feed  supplies  in  Australia  brought  about  a  5  percent  drop  in  hog 
numbers,  now  the  lowest' in  10  years.     In  New  Zealand,  labor  shortage,  high 
returns  from  sheep  and  cattle  grazing  and  to  a  lesser  degree,  high  taxation, 
are  holding  down  an  expansion  in  hog  numbers. 
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The  number  of  hogs  on  farms  in  the  United  States  on  January  1,  1950 
were  estimated  at  60,U2U,000  head.     Hog  numbers  increased  for  the  second 
consecutive  year  and  were  the  highest  since  19U6.    Although  numbers  were 
up  6  percent  from  a  year  earlier  and  25  percent  above  prewar,  they  were 
almost  10  percent  below  the  high  wartime  production  of /l9*+l^%  period. 

The  record  high  corn  .crop  of  19k%,  together  with  high  prices  for  hogs 
during  19U8  and  in  the  first  half  of  l9*+9>  encouraged  producers  to  expand 
their  hog  operations.     The.  continued  favorable  feed  outlook,  with  a  near 
record  corn  crop  in  19^9  also  resulted  in  an  increase  in  the  19^-9  fall  pig 
crop.     Further  increase  in  numbers  is  anticipated,  since  more  sows  were 
held  back  for  spring  farrowing  this  year  than  a  year  earlier. 

Hogs  on  farms  in  Canada  on  December  1,  19^9  were  estimated  at  5t^l3fOOO 
head,  or  IS  percent  above  December  19^8'  numbers.    December  19^-9  hog  numbers 
are  about  one-third  above  the  prewar  level,  but  only  about  J2  percent  of  the 
high  wartime  production  level  of  19^1-19^5*     This  upturn  in  numbers  reverses 
the  downward  trend  of  the  last  5  years. 

The  19^9  fall  pig  crop  was  reported  to  be  19  percent  larger  than  the 
previous  fall  crop.    Also  according  to  breeding  intentions  of  Canadian 
farmers  in  December,  it  is  estimated  that  sows  bred  for  farrowing  this  spring 
are  expected  to  exceed  those  of  a  year  earlier  by  about  68,000  head.     As  a 
result,  the  1950  spring  crop  is  likely  to  be  around  13  percent  larger  than 
a  year  ago.     The  relatively  favorable  hog-barley  ratio  in  19^-8  and  the  larger 
part  of  19^9»   the  high  price  in  the  19^-9  Canadian-United  Kingdom  bacon 
contract,  and  a  larger  domestic  consumption  of  pork  du£  to  larger  exports  of 
beef  and  live  cattle  to  the  United  States  were  the  principal  factors  in  ex- 
panding Canadian  hog  production  during  19^9» 

Canadian  hog  operations  in  1950,  however,  may  be  affected  by  the  higher 
feed  grain  prices,  particularly  of  barley,  since  the  19^9  feed  grain  harvest 
was  smaller.    Other  factors  are  the  uncertainty  of  export  outlets  for  bacon 
and  the  prospect  of  further  price  declines  in  1950. 

Hog  numbers  in  Mexico  are  believed  to  have  increased  slightly  in  19^9> 
while  estimates  of  early  1950  numbers  are  somewhat  below  those  of  a  year 
earlier.     Numbers  in  1950  can  ^e  expected  to  decline  because  of  the  short 
corn  and  other  feed  grain  crops  last  year.    For  the  same  reason,  hogs  also 
can  be  expected  to  be  slaughtered  at  lighter  weights.     The  19^9  drought  and 
shortage  of  feed,   therefore,  are  very  likely  to  affect  materially  hog  numbers 
and  pork  production  in  1950. 

Cuban  hog  numbers,  according  to  December  31,  19^-9  estimates,  are  at  the 
same  level  as  in  the  preceding  year.    Price  trends  in  the  world  markets  and  the 
degree  of  import  protection  given  local  producers  by  the  government  appear 
to  be  the  factors  that  will  determine  the  future  increase  or  decrease  in  hog 
numbers. 

In  Brazil,  hog  numbers  in  1950  are  expected  to  remain  somewhat  near  the 
19^9  level  of  "2U.5  million  head  unless  the  price  of  pork  advances.     The  price 
of  pork,  not  under  government  price  regulations,  continues  to  be  higher  than 
beef,   thereby  limiting  the  widespread  use  of  pork.    However,  the  rise  in 
the  price  of  beef  has  narrowed  the  spread  somewhat  between  beef  and  pork  prices. 
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Pork  production,  nevertheless,  can  "be  expected  to  increase  due  to  an  excel- 
lent, as  well  as  an  abundant,  195^  corn  crop.     Exports  of  pork  continue  to 
be  negligible  and  consumption  is  about  equal  to  production. 

Argentine  hog  numbers  on  January  1,  1950  were  estimated  at  3.5  million 
head,  an  increase,  of  18  percent  over  the  19^7  census  numbers  of  3  million 
head.     Serious  drought  conditions  have  caused  marketings  to  increase  and 
farrowings  to  be  sharply  curtailed  since  corn  supplies  for  feeding  will  be 
limited.    Although  hog  prices  have  increased,   the  hog-corn  ratio  is  not 
favorable  to  expansion.     No  increase  in  numbers  is  contemplated  and  a  decline 
is  likely  if  drought  conditions  continue. 

The  number  of  .hogs  in  the  United  Kingdom  in  June  19^9  were  reported  at 
2,811,000  head,  an  increase  of  J>0  percent  above  the  preceding  June,  but  still 
more  than  one-third  below  the  prewar  level.    Bred  sow  numbers  in  September 
19^9  were  21  percent  larger  than  a  year  earlier,  but  the  number  of  bred 
gilts  showed  a  decline.    However,  the  total  number  of  breeding  animals  at 
that  time  were  only  about  6  percent  above  those  of  September  19U8.     This  can 
be  interpreted  to  mean  that  numbers  will  not  increase  as  much  in  the  coming 
year  as  they  did  last  year  and  that  recover  to  prewar  levels  will  not  be 
accomplished  for  some  time  to  come.     The  substantial  increase  in  June  hog 
numbers  is  partially  due  to  liberalization  of  feed  rations  for  pigs  and 
United  Kingdom1 s  efforts  to  generally  increase  its  meat  supplies.    More  recently 
the  removal  of  the  subsidy  on  feeds tuffs  in  February,  and  general  uncertainty 
of  availability  of  adequate  supplies  of  feed  appear  to  be  the  principal  factors 
in  holding  doivn  hog  production  in  13^0.     Maintenance  of  present  numbers  and 
further  expansion  in  hog  numbers  will  depend  on  the  availability  of  feedgrains. 
If  domestic  feed  production  cannot  be  increased,  feed  supplies,  in  all  prob- 
ability, will  have  to  be  obtained  primarily  from  non-dollar  countries. 

According  to  the  June  enumeration,  hog  numbers  in  Sire  reached  almost 
675»000  head,  an  . increase  of  more  than  U7  percent  over  those  of  the  preceding 
year.     These  numbers,  however,  are  about  one-third  below  the  prewar  level. 
Sow  numbers  for  breeding  were  reported  to  be  U-k  percent  larger  than  a  year 
earlier  and  indicate  to  some  degree  the  potential  for  increasing  numbers  in 
1950»    Hog  operations  apparently    could  be  readily  expanded  if  feed  and 
price  relationship c-ntinue  favorable.    Expansion  of  the  industry,  however, 
depends  very  largely  on  maintenance  of  satisfactory  trade  relations  with  the 
United  Kingdom.     The  trend  of  bacon  exports  remains  uncertain  at  present 
until  a  satisfactory  price  arrangement  can  be  worked  out  with  the  British 
Ministry  of  Food. 

Hog  numbers  in  Denmark  at  the  beginning  of  195^  were  reported  at 
3,120,000  head,  compared  with  1,9UU,000  head  last  year,  an  increase  of 
60  percent.     These  numbers  are  now  above  the  prewar  level.     The  very  sub- 
stantial recovery  of  hog  numbers  during  19^9  reflects  the  relatively  im- 
proved feed  situation  in  19U8  and  19U9.     This  can  be  attributed  largely  to 
the  good  feed-grain  harvests  during  those  two  years  and  to  somewhat  greater 
availability  of  imported  feed  supplies  both  through  ECA  and  other  financing. 
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U1TITED  KINGDOM:    Number  of  hogs  on  farms,  "by  principal  classes, 

1939  and  19U6-H9 
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Compiled  from  Monthly  Digest  of  Statistics. 
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DE^TMARK:     Number  of  hogs  on  farms  "by  principal  classes, 
average  1936-39,  annual"  19U6-5O 
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l/  Inclusive  of  boars.  2/  Beginning  March  19^6,  data  represent  census  re- 
turns for  the  whole  country,  including  parishes  and  boroughs. 


Compiled  from  official  sources. 
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The  number  of  "bred  sows  reached  266,000  head  in  October,  about  123,000 
more  than  a  year  earlier.     In  November  and  December,  however,  bred  animals 
declined  by  16,000  and  6l,000  head  from  the  previous  high  in  October,  but 
numbers  for  these  two  months  were  still  85, 000  and  29,000  head,  respectively, 
above  those  of  the  previous  year.     This  reduction  is  considered  only  a 
temporary  setback  and  resulted  from  official  and  private  warnings  calling 
for  a  check  in  increase  due  to  increasing  feed  prices,  declining  prices  for 
pigs  and  devaluation  of  the  krona. 

Number  of  hogs  produced  in  1950  will  depend  largely  on  the  amount  of 
feedstuffs  available,  both  domestic  and  imported.     Farmers  at  the  present 
time,  under  existing  cost  price  relationship,  would  expand  their  hog  oper- 
ations if  more  feed  were  available.     Present  long-term  programs  oall  for 
some  additional  increase  in  numbers* 

Hog  numbers  in  Sweden  continue  the  upward  trend  and  are  now  very  near 
the  prewar  level.     Subsidies  which  have  been  graduated  downward  are  still 
being  paid  producers.    Numbers,  however,  are  not  expected  to  reach  a  point  of 
self-sufficiency  this  year.     Nevertheless,  pork  production  is  expected  to 
show  the  largest  increase  of  the  meats  in  1950-     In  Norway  hog  numbers  in 
June  were  66  percent  above  those  of  a  year  earlier  and  considerably  above 
prewar  numbers.    Highly  favorable  price  relationship  between  feed  and  hogs, 
increased  production  of  domestic  feeds  and  larger  allocation  of  feedgrains 
enabled  producers  to  expand  their  numbers.     The  government  plans  call  for  a 
further  increase. 

Netherlands  hog  numbers  for  December  19^9  were  reported  at  1,795*000  head, 
an  increase  of  55  percent  above  those  of  a  year  ago.     These  numbers  now  exceed 
the  1936-UO  average  by  70*000  head.    Further  increases  would  have  been 
possible  had  there  been  more  foreign  exchange  available  for  purchase  of  pre- 
war quantities  of  imported  feed.     Bred  sow  numbers  reported  totaled  139,000 
head,   more  than  one-fourth  larger  than  those  of  a  year  earlier.     This  indi- 
cates that  a  larger  number  of  hogs  can  be  anticipated  in  195^*   if  adequate 
feed  supplies  can  be  maintained. 

Belgian  hog  numbers,  at  the  beginning  of  195^*  reached  1,359*000  head 
to  exceed  the  prewar  level  for  the  second  consecutive  year.     The  most  recent 
numbers  were  about  one -fourth  larger  than  the  final  19^9  figures.     The  hog- 
barley  and  hog-potato  ratios  are  substantially  below  prewar,  indicating  that 
hog  production  at  the  present  time  is  unprofitable.     Relatively  large  numbers 
of  young  pigs  and  breeding  sows  have  been  slaughtered  in  recent  months.  With 
prices  of  pork  and  young  pigs  declining,   it  is  likely  that  hog  production 
in  Belgium  in  1950  will  not  expand  and  numbers  are  likely  to  remain  near 
their  present  level. 

Hog  numbers  in  the  U  zones  of  Germany,  as  of  December  19^9*  are  estimated 
to  be  about  kO  percent  above  those  of  a  year  earlier.     Current  numbers  are 
around  3O  percent  below  the  prewar  level.     Numbers  in  Western  Germany  in- 
creased by  more  than  H3  percent,  coirroared  with  December  19^8.     This  increase 
reflects  the  decision  to  attain  prewar  numbers,  greater  availability  of  feed- 
grains,  both  domestic  and  foreign,  feed  supplies  financed  through  ECA  and 
other  funds,  and  removal  of  rationing  and  price  controls.     The  degree  of 


re building  of  hog  numbers  is  primarily  dependent  on  the  availability  of  feed 
and  the  price  relationship  between  hogs  and  feed  supplies. 

Despite  smaller  quantities  of  feed  due  to  the  l9*+9  drought,  hog  numbers 
in  France,  were  estimated  in  the  fall  to  be  5  percent  above  those  of  a  year 
earlier.    These  numbers,  however,  are  still  about  6  percent  below  the  1938 
level.     Sow  numbers,  on  the  other  hand,  are  slightly.  a.bove  those  of  last  year 
and  prewar.     If  adequate  supplies  of  feed  are  available,  it  is  likely  that 
hog  numbers  will  be  increased  further  in  195^» 

In  Spain  hog  numbers  at  the  beginning  of  1950  were  believed  to  be  some- 
what below  early  19^-9  numbers,  but  perhaps  above  or  near  the  prewar  level. 
The  drought  during  the  first  S  months  of  the  year  caused  a  larger  number  to 
be  marketed  and  probably  reduced  the. number  of  hogs  in  the  country.  However, 
weather  conditions  during  the  last  4  months  of  the  year  were  very  favorable 
and  conducive  to  better  groining  conditions. 

\ 

Notwithstanding  some  liquidation  of  hogs  in  Portugal  due  to  last  summer's 
drought,  it  is  now  believed  that  current  numbers  are  somewhat  above  a  year 
earlier  and  the  prewar  level.     Their  livestock  development  program  provides 
for  the  establishment  of  measures  and  practices  designed  generally  to  increase 
the  number  of  all  types  of  livestock,  including  hogs. 

Austrian  hog  numbers  are  reported  at  a  postwar  high  of  1.9  million  head, 
compared  with  2.8  million  head  in  prewar.    A  favorable  feed  situation,  high 
pork  and  lard  prices,  and  the  release  of  20  percent  of  all  domestically  pro- 
duced meat  for  free  sale  at  the  end  of  19^-9  contributed  largely  to  farmer 
interest  in  hog  breeding  during  the  year.     Bred  sows  are  reported  to  have 
increased  by  almost  17  percent  over  a  year  earlier.     If  these  conditions 
continue  in.  195^   further  increases  in  hog  numbers  can  be  anticipated. 

Switzerland1  s  hog  numbers  in  April  19^-9  reached  &%~[,00Q  head,  an  increase 
of  almost  16  percent  over  the  preceding  year.     This  increase  is  reported  to 
have  continued  and  numbers  are  now  approaching  the  prewar  level.     Holding  out 
of  hogs  late  in  19^8,  good  prices  for  young  pigs  and  an  abundance  of  feed 
were  factors  that  stimulated  hog  production.     The  number  of  brood  sows  are 
about  10  percent  larger  than  prewar.     In  Italy  hog  numbers  in  19^9  are  believed 
to  have  equaled  or  exceeded  those  of  the  1936-40  period.     The  relatively 
large  number  of  hogs,  particularly  suckling  pigs,  contributed  to  the  sizable 
decline  in  prices.     Consequently,  hog  numbers  can  be  expected  to  drop  off  in 
1950.     It  is  also  reported  that  a  sizable  reduction  has  occurred  in  sow 
numbers.    Hog  numbers  in  Greece ,  as  of  December  19^9»  were  about  k  percent 
larger  than  those  of  a  year  earlier  and  are  now  close  to  the  .prewar  level. 

Hog  numbers  in  Czechoslovakia  increased  over  those  of  19^9  and-  are  Per~ 
haps  somewhat  near  their  prewar  numbers.    New  trade  agreement  with  the  Soviet 
Union  is  purported  to  have  made  shipments  of  grain  available.    Other  satellite 
countries  in  eastern  and  southeastern  gurope  are  also  believed  to  be  ex- 
periencing an  upward  trend  in  hog  numbers  and  in  some  instances  may  be  ex- 
ceeding their  prewar  numbers,     Generally,  favorable  grain  crops  and  determined 
efforts  by  the  government  to  increase  numbers  undoubtedly  have  resulted  in  a 
step-up  of  hog  operations  in  those  countries  during  Ijk9. 
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Larger  feed  supplies,   together  with  rigid  production  programs  and  live- 
stock goals,  have  enabled  the  S oyiet  Union  to  increase  19^9  hog  numbers 
around  2J  percent  above  those  of  the  preceding  year.     Notwithstanding  a  sub- 
stantial increase  in  19^9>   their  numbers  are  still  more  than  one-third  below 
the  1933  level.     The  goal  established  for  hog  numbers  has  not  been  attained. 

Hog  numbers  in  Africa,  at  the  beginning  of  this  year,  were  believed  to 
have  been  maintained  at  the  early  19^+9  level.     Although  numbers  in  Madagascar, 
French  Morocco,  Mozambique  and  Tunisia  increased,  these  gains  were  offset  by 
losses  in  Algeria  and  Southern  Rhodesia.     In  nearly  all  of  the  African  count rie 
except  in  Madagascar,  Angola  and  Southern  Rhodesia,   hog  numbers  have 
attained  or  exceeded  prewar  levels.- 

Australian  hog  numbers,  as  of  March  31,  19^9 »  had  dropped  to  1,196,000 
head,  a  decline  of  5  percent  from  a  year  earlier.     Although  the  19^9  numbers 
were  only  k  percent  below  the  prewar  average,   they  reached  their  lowest 
level  in  10  years.     Minor  increases  were  reported  in  the  important  hog  pro- 
ducing States  of  Queensland  and  New  South  Wales,  but  these  were  offset  by 
the  decreases  in  the  minor  hog  producing  areas  and  in  South  Australia.     One  of 
the  major  causes  of  the  continued  decline  is  the  increased  diversion  of  large 
quantities  of  whole  milk  to  uses  other  than  butter  manufacturing  which  has 
resulted  in  reduced  supplies  of  skim  milk  and  buttermilk,  a  major  source  of 
pig  feeds. 

Hog  numbers  in  New  Zealand  at  the  beginning  of  195^  were  not  expected 
to  show  any  material  change  from  the  head  reported  in  the  19^9  census. 

Present  numbers  continue  to  be  about  28  percent  below  the  prewar  level.  Bred 
sow  numbers  at  this  time  are  practically  the  same  as  a  year  earlier.  Labor 
shortage,  high  re  turns  from  sheep  and  cattle  grazing  and,   to  some  degree,  high- 
taxation,  appear  to  be  some  of  the  more  important  factors  in  holding  down 
expansion  of  hog  operations. 

In  Asia,  hog  numbers,  principally  in  British  Malaya,  Burma,  French Indo- 
China,  Japan,  Formosa,   Indonesia,  and  Philippine  islands  increased  in  19^9 
and  the  other  Asiatic  countries  are  believed  to  have  remained  at  19^6  levels. 
Those  countries  in  which  increases  occurred  are  for  the  most  part  below  their 
respective  prewar  numbers. 


This  is  one  of  a  series  of  regularly  scheduled  reports  on  world  agricultural 
production  approved  by  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations  Committee 
on  Foreign  Crop  and  Livestock  Statistics.     For  this  report,   the  Committee  was 
composed  of  Joseph  A.  Becker,  Chairman,  Elmer  A.  Reese",  John  H.  Richter,  and 
C.  M.  Purves. 
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